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It’s been a busy year for the Thompsons
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“Just to Help Anyone Who Could Be Saved”
This May, our leadership team was 
invited to attend the “Echelon Front 
Muster” leadership conference in 
New York City. The invitation was 
extended by Leif Babin, former Navy 
SEAL officer and co-author of 
Ex t reme Owne r sh i p . Between 
consulting Fortune 500 Companies, 
he ser ves as a management 
consultant for Light of the Village at 
no cost to us. This leadership 
conference was no different.   

While in New York, we linked up 
with our old friend Rich Volpe, a 
retired NYPD homicide detective. 
He took us down to the Ground 
Zero Memorial and explained what 
it was like on that day as a first 
responder. He explained, “we dug 
through the rubble relentlessly 
trying to find anyone that could be 
saved. We knew the other buildings 
could collapse at any moment, but 
we didn’t get discouraged - we kept 
digging, just to help anyone who 
could be saved.”

In the last few months, Alabama 
Village has become steadily more 
violent. Since Christmas, we have 
added three more photos to our 
memorial wall. All three individuals 
were shot to death. Life-long 
residents of the Village agree, “The 
V i l l a ge has never been th i s 
dangerous.” A visitor asked us 
recently, “Don’t you get discouraged 
to see the neighborhood getting 
worse?” The short answer is, “no.”

Our encouragement does not 
depend on the neighborhood or the 
community as a whole but on 
individuals. Our mission is to share 
Christ with individuals, one person 

at a time, through a consistent and 
genuine relationship, based on truth 
and love. Although we are aware of 
our surroundings, we cannot get 
discouraged. Like Rich, we must keep 
d i g g i n g , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e 
surroundings, in order to “help 
anyone who could be saved.”

In Christ,

John, Dolores, & the LOV Team
	 	

“ W E K N E W T H E O T H E R 
BUILDINGS COULD COLLAPSE AT 
ANY MOMENT, BUT WE DIDN’T 
GET DISCOURAGED - WE KEPT 
DIGGING, JUST TO HELP ANYONE 
WHO COULD BE SAVED.”

Dolores with our long-time friend & retired 
NYPD homicide detective Rich Volpe

Amidst the chaos and confusion of life in one of the most 
violent neighborhoods in Alabama, our purpose remains to 
reach individuals with the faith, hope, and love of Christ.  
With careful planning, ongoing training, and continual prayer, 
the mission continues. Child prays at Sunday Bible study

LOV team at Echelon Front leadership conference



 

Summer 2017 Newsletter          2

Emily Allen, 
Returning Intern
Mobile, AL
“There is nothing more fulfilling 
than being the hands and feet of 
Jesus and receiving love from his 
children. Through LOV, the Lord 
has taught me how to see people 
through His eyes and empower 
them with His truths so they will 
know that they belong to His 
family.”

Emily Hankins, 
First-Time Intern

Oxford, MS
“I have chosen to spend my 
summer with LOV because I 
see this as a way to be a vessel 
of what the Lord wants to do in 
this world. I wanted to be a part 
of a state-side mission that 
pours into kids and changes 
their lives.” 

Sydnee Eckberg, 
First-Time Director
Appleton,  Wisconsin

“Through LOV, the Lord softened 
my heart to the idea of teaching. 
My time at LOV is showing me 
what I can expect in my career, 
teaching me the joys of working 
with children, as well as the 
challenges, helping me to grow in 
my faith & dependence on the 
Lord through that journey. “

Mario Butler, 
Returning Intern

Mobile, AL
“As a future public administrator, 
the work being done at LOV 
inspires me because they are not 
offering band-aid solutions. Instead, 
LOV is serving the community 
with Jesus as the center. So rather 
than just lending a helping hand, 
LOV is leading children toward 
true hope, and His name is Jesus.”

Training the Next Generation of Christian Leaders!
We consider LOV, especially our Summer Bible Camps, a 
training ground for young people to learn how to do inner-
city ministry.  But our interns and volunteers aren’t all 
theology majors! Many of them are studying education, 
political science, social work, business, or otherwise. Yet they 

hold in common the notion that their time at LOV is 
preparing them to do the work God has called them to, 
whether that be helping LOV expand or taking the Word 
into the world. We are thankful that the Lord has sent us 
laborers. May His harvest be bountiful this summer!

Youth Retreat at Camp Grace!
To close out the school year, we were blessed to have the 
opportunity to take 18 of our students to Gamp Grace for an 
overnight retreat.  The purpose of the youth retreat is to help 
our students pull away from the distractions and chaos of 
their daily lives and focus on their relationships with the Lord.  
Upon arrival, cell phones were collected, and to their 
surprise, the students enjoyed the weekend without them! 
Our students got to fish, swim, boat, make s’mores, and most 
importantly, spend quality time in God’s Word and in His 
creation.  We are so thankful for all who made it possible! 
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There’s Room for YOU at Summer Bible Camp:  How You Can Help!
This year we saw more of our students graduate than ever before!

Breesha Angell, 
First-Time Intern

Palmetto, FL
“[I am inspired by] the smiles 
on the children’s faces as we 
g i v e t h e m l o v e .  T h e 
connections you make with the 
kids and staff are so special that 
I couldn’t help but want to 
spend my summer here.”

Jordan Crane, 
Returning Intern
Tishomingo, MS
“God is using LOV to change 
and show Chr ist to the 
community around it. It truly is 
the Light of the Village. [Last 
summer] God taught me how 
to teach and work with kids 
and the importance of being in 
the Word myself.” 

Anna Lea Duke, 
First-Time Director
Smith’s Station,  AL
“God has taught me He can melt 
the heart of stone and make 
beauty out of what the world has 
c a l l ed hope l e s s . LOV ha s 
prepared me for my future 
because I feel called to work with 
orphans, widows or the homeless. 
LOV has strengthened my love 
for the outcast.”

Lauren Center,  
First-Time Intern

Fairhope, AL
“LOV meets the kids where they 
are and helps them in ways that 
benefit them the most. I think it’s 
awesome how they are right in 
the thick of it and making 
meaningful relationships….I want 
to do ministry in the future, and 
I think this is an awesome 
opportunity for ministry.”  

350 Campers 400 Mission Fugers

150 Church Volunteers 20 TeenLeaders

25 Interns 7 Host Families

12 Leadership Staff

Summer Bible Camp is…

From Candles and Teen Night to Cool Pops and TeenLeader Training:  
LOV Offers Year-Round Opportunities for Teens to Mentor and be Mentored!

At LOV, we like to think that all things come in seasons. During the school 
year, we pour heavily into our teenagers through Teen Night, Sunday Bible 
study, candle-making time, sporting events, and various other activities. 
During the summer, we provide training and opportunities for our teens to 
practice mentoring the younger kids. As Teenleaders, they learn to practice 
patience, kindness, and grace, but most importantly, as Nerk (14) says, they 
“help children have a relationship with Jesus.”



YOU CAN HELP!!

• SPONSOR AN INTERN:   

$300/MO OR $600/SUMMER


• SPONSOR A TEENLEADER: 
$40/WK OR $300/SUMMER


• SEND A TEENLEADER TO 
MEXICO: $600


• PROVIDE ITEMS FOR CAMP: 
CLEANING SUPPLIES, COPY 
PAPER, COOL POPS, HAND 
SOAP, TOILET PAPER 


• ORDER OR SELL LIGHTS OF 
LOV CANDLES 


• BRING A GROUP TO TOUR OR 
VOLUNTEER


• PRAY FOR THIS MINISTRY


THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
OF LIGHT OF THE VILLAGE!

       UPCOMING EVENTS


June 11   Sunday Bible Study Continues*

              11:30am - 1:00pm

June 13   Summer Bible Camp Begins*

  Tuesdays-Fridays, 10:30am-2:30pm

July 4-5   No Camp - Fourth of July Holiday

July 20    Last Day of Summer Bible Camp

July 25-31 LOV Travels on Mission to Juarez, Mexico for Camp Cristo

*Volunteers welcome! If you’d like to come out and volunteer with us, 
please contact Morgan at morganc@lightofthevillage.org or 
334.406.0221.  If you are interested in touring LOV, please contact John 
at john@lightofthevillage.org or 251.680.4613. 

Light of the Village Ministry

333 Baldwin Dr., Prichard, AL 36610  l  P.O. Box 1641, Bay Minette, AL 36507  l john@lightofthevillage.org 
(251) 680-4613 l www.lightofthevillage.org 

Lights of LOV Candles Light the Way for Missions in Mexico!

Meet Ja’Corian Hines-Brown
Ja’Corian (13) was recently named 
the LOV Shining Light at our annual 
banquet, Night in the Light. It’s not 
hard to see why Ja’Corian stands out 
among his peers. He is polite and 
passionate with a touch of silly that is 
simply endearing. Perhaps most 
notable about Ja’Corian is the way he 
loves and looks out for his family.

Ja’Corian first started coming to 
Summer Bible Camp at LOV at 10 
years old. Though a little shy at first, 
he says he came out of his shell 

during the dance rotation when his 
TeenLeader really encouraged him to 
participate.  Ja’Corian says he keeps 
coming back to LOV because he 
enjoys learning about God and 
learning to love and help other 
people. 

Currently, Ja’Corian plays cymbals 
and bass in the Magnolia Breeze 
Youth Ensemble. Next year, he’ll be 
going into the 8th grade and aspires 
to go to medical school one day. 

In July, after our Summer Bible Camps are all wrapped up, a team of 
TeenLeaders, interns, and staff will travel to Juarez, Mexico for our 
3rd year of Camp Cristo.  We will provide a Christ-centered camp 
with a variety of activities, much like what we do locally…except in 
Spanish! The teens that accompany us make and sell candles year-
round to help fund this trip. 

Lights of LOV Candles are now available in 9 retail locations:
• Antique Emporium at Mobile Auction House in Midtown Mobile
• Eastern Shore Physical Therapy in Bay Minette, Daphne, & Fairhope
• Hippie Fish (on DeSoto Ave) on Dauphin Island
• Kenzlee Grace in West Mobile
• Moka's Coffee House in Saraland
• Red Beard's Outfitter in Spring Hill Village
• Salon Two Eleven in Bay Minette
• The Trading Post at Printed T-Shirts & More in West Mobile
• Urban Emporium (Bottega Collection) in Downtown Mobile 
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